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FINANCIAL COUNSELLING — RURAL SMALL BUSINESSES 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [10.05 am]: 
Widespread rainfall in August has consolidated the crop yield potential in large parts of the grain belt. These 
growers are now looking forward to a solid finish to the season in coming weeks, including follow-up rainfall, to 
realise their yield potential at harvest time. However, there are farm businesses, particularly in the north eastern 
grain belt, where the season remains well below average. These growers are carefully assessing their harvesting 
options, strategies for managing paddocks over summer and options to best prepare for the next season. 

The jointly funded commonwealth government’s Rural Financial Counselling Service is providing support to 
growers, but we have been made aware of a shortfall during this particularly challenging season. The service, 
delivered in Western Australia by Primary Production Services, is targeted primarily at growers, leaving most 
rural small businesses ineligible. Although most growers will not feel the financial impact of this season until 
harvest, small businesses are already struggling. Rural people are cutting back on spending in preparation for the 
reduced crop payments next year. 

Today, we have announced that the McGowan government will more than double its funding to 
Primary Production Services this year, bringing our total contribution to $250 000, allowing PPS to expand its 
financial counselling to non-farm rural small businesses. This will ensure all those affected by this dry season 
can benefit from this hands-on service. The funding has been provided from within existing Department of 
Primary Industries and Regional Development resources. It is important to note that this service will sit separately 
from the main Rural Financial Counselling Service in WA so as not to cause any conflict with Primary Production 
Services’ agreement with the commonwealth. I would strongly encourage non-farm rural small businesses that 
are struggling to take advantage of this resource to work through their options. 
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